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The motive aud scopo of this work are elearly sot
forth in the prefuce by Mr, Bryant, which affords an
attractive specimen of the terso and vigorons prose
of which lie is so eminent a mastor. Itis iutended
o be a history adupted to the wants of the large
slass who have no leisure for the more claborate
aarratives which exhibit in complete detail the
annals of the nation, At the same time it aime at o
fuller treatment of the subject than is found in the
sonvenient compends designed for the use of
shools. Nor is it a compilation drwwn from previons
bistories, but its waterials have been obtained
through independent research from original sonrces.
The plan of the work includes a copions selection of
Mlustrations, comprising portrats of distingnished
@en, views of memorablo places aud baildings, and
copresontations of social nsages and wanners at an
sarly day. But this statoment presents enly o
superficial idea of the breadth of the plan. It is iu-
tended to deseribe the series of changes which bave
occurred in tho Republic, that possess an interest
for every civilized nation, aud the listory of which
tould not be fully written until the present tine,

Mr. Bryant proceeds to give a brief skotch of these
changes, which have given a character to moderu
tustory, and which will be fully treated in the
progress of the work. During the two centuries
and a Lalf of our existence as an offshoot from the
European stock, a great drama has been enacted on
the American coutinent, closing in a bloody catus-
«crophie with & result favorable to literty and human
rights. Within that time slavery, which had grown
to be s gigautic power within the Republic, has
beon utterly destroyed after o terrible national con-
fict, Westand accordingly at a point where the
whole duration of slayery in our country lies before
as as on o chart, and vo history of the Repubiie can
be complete which does not conduct the reader
through the varions stages of ita existence. Mr. Bry-
snt presents adoeply interesting outline of its gradual
development and progeess.  In its emlier years.
dlavery was adwmitted by the most eminent men
where it had taken the deepest root to be a great
wrong. At o subsequent period, it was defended
s a just and beneficent institution, and the basis of
the most perfect social stale that was kuown to the
world, 1he controversy assnmed lurger proportions
a8 the years went on.  On the side of sluvery stood
forth men singnlarly fitted to be its champions,
Able, plansille, trained to public life, they exureined
a large persoual inflnence. Their will was moldid
to fierce determination by the despotism over then
boudwen which prevailed on the plantation.  On the
other side were enthusiasts for liberty of no less in-
fexible purpose, restless and areressive, with the
spirit of martyrs, ready to attest theirsincerily by
the sacrifice of their lives. Bo fierce was the quarrel,
that even in the free States, the name of abolitionist
wus & term of reproach aud scorn. To apply this
name to & man wus in some places the samo thing as
to commend him to the merey of amob. Still the
hostility to slavery was gathering strength under o
pew form. The friends of the iusiitation demanted
that it shonld be recognized 1 &l the territory of

*the Union not yet formed into States, A party was

at once created to resist the application of this doc
triue, and after a long and veliement contest elected
its eandidate President of the United States, The
friends of slavery, fearing that they should horoafter
be in & minority, dnstanily, revolted against the
Union, and rushed into a war in which their defeut
earried with it the fall of sluvery. Thousands of
private fortunes were drogged down; sone of the
fairest portions of the regions whonee it isstd its
decrecs were left degolatemd waste ; and others, lor
a time, were given over to a confusion little short oi
anurchy, It is pot too carly i the day to recon] the
bistory of the institution. Slavery bas becowe o
hing of the past.  The dispute s to its rizhts under
our Consiitution bas closed forever, Slavery is ne
longer either denounced or defended from the pul-
pits. It is not made an issue in nuy political cone
testa, The champions of slovery on the one sido aid
the chirsupions of the slave on the other, as they vo
pass in review boforo the historinn, can be judged
with a calwness badouging to 4 new political era,
Btill, it must be mainiainel that the existence of
glavery in our Repudlic was at variance with the
gpirit of onr free institutions. 1t could not ba pre-
gerved in hie vast proportions whicl it had reaclied
without sltoring their nature and imparting to them
somewhat of its own despotie eliaracter.  Abudant
examplos of thisare shown in the sevire laws agaiist
sedition in the slave States, in the enforved silenuoe
on the subject of human liberty, in an exjmrgated
popular literature, and in the visitors to the slave
States chased back by mobs across the frontier. Not
loug before the eivil war it wis oven maintained
by certain journals in the Sounih that the time bad
come for the question whether the entive lahorig
elass of whatever volor shonld not be made the sorfs
of the landlolders and othior opulent members of g
eivty. No history po ding to cowplotencss conld
fail to deseribe the growthoand downfail of an insti-
tution which wiclded so vast an inflncnce both in so-
eloty and polines, To uve broken olf the varmitive
before reaching the estpsteaphe would have been
like rising from the spectacle of a drama at the |
of the fourth act, Few episodes n the world’s his-
tory have been so complete in themselves as that of
American slavery. Few have brought such mighty
ageucies into netivity, or oecupied so vast a theater,
or been closed. although smid such fearful carnace,
fn & manner so satislactory to the sease of natural
fustice.

Another bmportant eonclusion, Mr, Bryant sng-
gosts, is to bo draws from the result of the evil
war. It has proved the strength of our political
aystem.  When the slave Siates frst revolted, it wos
taken for granted even by the friends of the North
In the 011 World, that the Union conld endare uo
longer, and the bowd cues broken could never b re
stored, The governments of Europe had no confi-
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deplorable blomlshed, The atate of soriety left by
the war, iu the opmion of the suthor, way be Laly
charged to the ervor of allowiog & place Lo slpvery
among our free sltuions,

The public fromdy which recontly  token
ﬂﬂl e treate il ilerable length by Mr,
Brynut, wlo traces them directly to the intluenoe of
the war. The suocess of dishonest deslings with the
Gv!‘ﬂ'llﬂl’.:ll durtug the rebistbion gave encuirnge
ment to erime; the ciiver was spread throughout the
community, and the evil beanme contagious,  The
City of Nuw-York was a priocipal seat of theso enr-
miiies. Hut the ofiendirs wore tracked through all
their windiogs and their practices laid bwe to the
public eye. The infamy of ihe most promineut
erimutnals followed their oxposiro

In reviewing the bistory of the Jast hundred
years, Mr. Bryaut paturidly attaches special lwport-
ance to the policy of protection. ‘This was recow-

have

mended at an early day by Hamilton, whose an-
thority curried great - influence with a large class of
lis fellow-citisens. Subsequently it became the
battle-cry of a great party under a no less popular
But after a strugezle of many
years, the doctrine of freedom of trade began to
be asserfed.  The tarifl of duties became from
time to time woeded of the provisions in fuvor of
partioular manufactures, and was in the main e
rash and not unsatisfactory to all partics  The mann-
facturers lad cessed from the struggle for special
duties, anid seerod content with those which were
luiid merely for the sake of revenne.  The question
of protection was no longer a matter of confreversy.
Put the war revived the old guarrel, and leftita
legacy to the years which are yet to come.

Other questions of no less bmporiance, and of
vitul interest at the present day, are set forth by
Mr. Bryant, which make it iwperative on the his-
torian of the Republic not to stop short of the ey cle
of & hundred years from the birth of our nation. In
that period great intorests have been disposed of and
et uside ; with the next handred years we bave @
new era with new responsibilities,

In adidition to the element of political history
selieli it pppears is to hold so iimportant a place in
the present work, the anthor refers to the subisidinry
questions which cannot  be overlooked by the
thorongh historisn. Among these are the Mounds,
which are scattered over omr territory, whose
builders are supposed to have been a semi-civilized
tace who preceded the suvage tribes that were found
by the discoverers from the Old World, Thie Listory
sccordingly commences with what has Lieen f-err-
tained by modern seience of the prehistoric existence
of man, and the present state of our knowledze of
the Monnd Builders, as well as of the savage tribes
by whom they were snceeeded. The work is to be
divided 1nto three periods : the colguial period; the
period from the Decuaration of Independence to the
strngele which elosnd with the extinetion of slavery;
andl the period from the end of the civil war to the
presont time,

The execution of the present volume indicates
careul and exact, if not exteusive research, a dis-
eriminating judement in the use of authorities, an
unusual attention sto the details of the narrative,
and a judicious brevity of statement, but not at the
wacritive of completeness of information.  No attempt
is made at broad generalizations, or the diseussion
of epecnlutive theories, while every essemtial fact is
weighed ina fine eritical balasce, and the result set
furth in perspienons and expressive langunge, with
not infreguent passages of graceful and picturesqne
composition.  An example of nicety of judgment
i the estimate of evidence and of the fidelity with
which a eritical point bas been examined in varions
lights, 15 the aceount of the voyage of the Calints
which resulted in the discovery of the North Ameti-
can continent —

It Is coneeded thnt a voyace was made mearlf a5 1497
by Julin Cabot, pecompanied by Lis son Scbastlan, from
tiriatol, Bugland, to find the siocter path to Tudia west-
witrd, Tt o D etlo wessel enlled tie Matihew bo nunle his
est land-full on this stde the Atlautie on the 24th of
June of tual yvear. Whether the land frst s —1he
Terra primwin ciga of the old mape—was Capo Hevton,
New foundiand, or the coust of Lulirador, ls snll an open
quest o, toongh the Lntter 18 held to o the most pirels-
Che by sote of those who have clven the snbject most
careful constderation. Butif the s vup held s eourse of
notil by wesl from Bristol, It eould hirdls  bave been
anyihing elas. At sny rate, they ssilod alimg the coast
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eaptuse, an 1 KU pose, i was thal put Wi reof they bad
(e flest wi<ht Trom sea.  Thal i i Wit lieth out be
fore Lo laud, be ealle | the Ieland of St Jolim, upon this
ceensiun, us T ikinke, becaise I was Wiscuve redl vpon the
day of Jukn the Baplist.” The esscntinl Wentity, in
every thinz bat the late of the year, ol the Iugeriptions
upolh We Fwo mags, tie same day of L inouthy, e saioe
Bonie of tho day. Ui saime paming of the Iarid thest seen,
s the same nome given to tue beigiboring tsdan 1, wll
indieate tioat both reforied o the sane expedition, and
that one wis copied Trom e other. T the trunsicr,
\aith more easy 401 probable that the VI aloul) be
chignged 1o 11, o thet Ll shionid be chunged o ¥ 1
Thnt et o wlsbnse—i (his obvions cxp ntion of toe
difticalty be aeeegi d—was not pde by Clement Adamie,
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Piis evlidenee votaes rom recent reaesr ohies made on
Behlf of the British Govermnent tor listorical Inornii e
thom smong Foallan and Spaiish o Wives. 1t by foumd
it e Veenothin vidassador in Englamd wrote bowe ul
the 24tk of Angust, 1497, thus:— N

“ Alio, aotie intls wgo, s Majesty, Ienry VI,
sent uul i Venotian, Wi s a very good warnnot, whad has
goodl sk fu ciseovering new slutnde, and he lins
Topnemed safe, anid Lns foumd two sery large and Tertile
1ew islands; baving (ikewise discovered the seven eilies,
four hupdeed leagies frota fnglind, on the wester
pussige. The next =pring His M=ty means to send
Lt with fitteen or twenly ships.” And in thie arehives
of Venier s sleo @ hettur dated Au. ust 23, 1497, (o oue
Lovenzo Pasquatlge, a Vetictiun Hving i Loudon, 1o lns
brvither, 10 wikea e writes i—

Pl Venethan, onr counley tan,
Troin Hastol i guest of vew isiaods, s reiaed, anid
says that seven ol el leagues lenee he diseoversl
land, the tecoitory of the Grand Cuam g It coasted lur
Lhsee bmsdicd lengues ooad Banded ; ms Do hulsan beings,
Bt he bis brought bother to the King cer bl sl es
wbels ludd boen s to catoll game, and s needle tor ik
g teis s b also found sotne telled (recs, wihiorviore he
piipprsed there were lababitants, sud returued to bis
ship i alarm,

oy wis Lhiree montis on the voyvage, anit on Tils re-
turn he saw two bk 1o starboard, bat wonld not luud,
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A suubing feiten, wrliten about the spme time from the
Spatis ctubassador o England, snd dealing with th
sty Ineldent—tie return ol T Gotovse ol Bristol frowm
i vy ige of disootvery—.s found in thie spamish archives
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The carly voyago of Verrazano on which the shad-
ow of historic doubt Las recently been cist, 18 treat-
el 10 the same spirit of cuantions roserve, but with
firm relimnee on the balanee of ovidenve i—
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receives o different explanation in this volume:
“ Ducember 11, Old Style; December 21, Now Style.
In 1769 the *landing of the Pilgrin Fathers' was
first commemorated at Plymouth, and the date in
Now Style was erroncously made the 224, instead of
the 21st. The error, which las been perpetuated
ever since in the e debration of the duy, arose, it has
Been supposed, from the adddition of eleven days, in-
stead of ten, tomark the diflerence DLetween Old £tyle
and New, The explanation is unsatifactory, assucha
Linnder scems hardly likely to have oceurm d. The
error more probally came from o mistake in pune-
tuation in * Mourt's Re!yirm.’ where the statement
w: *Aud here we made aur rendezvous all that doy,
heing Saturday, 10 of December, o1 the Sablath day®)
we rested, and on Monday we sounded the harbor.!
&e.  There should be a period after ‘Saturday,’
when it wonld read : * And here wo made our ren-
dezvons all that day, being Saturday. 10 of De-
comber, on the Sahlath day, we rested ; and on
Monday,! &e. Eaturday was certainly the Oth, uot
the 10th; but when, in 1769, in Plymouth, they
turned to * Mourt’s Relution,' to fix the date of this
incident, and read the reeord with its erroneouns
panetnation, they of conrse called Monday the 12th,
i, adding ten days for difference of styles, made
' Forefathiers’ Day’ the 224.7  Whether this aceount
of the origin of the error will be acceptt d by the Ol
Colony antquaries may perhaps  be doubted,
but it eertainly exhibits the desire for minnte accu-
raey, and the diligence in comparing suthorities
which are the eardinal virtues of the historian, The
same qualitics are manifested to a large extent
throughont the volume, presenting & refreshing con-
trast to the so-called popular and superficial compi-
Iations which are widely erreulated as histories of
the United States,  1ta toue is that of mature sehol-
arship, of confidence in the sounidness of the knowl-
cdge which if imparts, and of intimate conversance
with the sounces from which it is derived. Although
tesigned for tho nses of the people, it makes no aim
at popular etfect by hasty and plausible atatements,
but presents the fruits of high literary enlture ina
style of polished elegance, and in accordunce with
the dignity of historical eomposition, The illustra-
tions of the work wre rare specimens of artistic ex-
cellence, and are entitled to no less cordial recogni-
tion than its literary merits,
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